TRIBUTE TO

AT H L E T E S

THE CHAMPAIGN PARK DISTRICT
The Champaign Park District is a special unit of local government with
its own financial and legal responsibilities. It is governed by five elected
residents of Champaign who give their services to the community. The
Park Board holds its regular meetings on the second Wednesday of
each month at 7 pm at the Bresnan Meeting Center, 706 Kenwood Road.
Residents are invited to attend and are welcome to make suggestions or
comments to improve the programs or facilities offered. The Champaign
Park District’s 60 parks total over 700 acres. Fourteen facilities are
available for a wide variety of recreational opportunities.

2016 Commissioners

			

Alvin S. Griggs
Craig W. Hays
Barbara J. Kuhl
Timothy P. McMahon
Jane L. Solon

2016 Dedication Ceremony
Welcome...........................................Tim McMahon
..........................................................President, Champaign Park District
Board of Commissioners
Introductions....................................Jim Turpin
..........................................................WDWS Radio
Words from the Architect................Jeffery S. Poss, AIA
Remarks from the Athletes

Unveiling of Plaques
Paralympians.................................. Joshua George
......................................................... Tatyana McFadden
......................................................... Amanda McGrory
......................................................... Nichole Millage
......................................................... Brian Siemann

Mark P. Arie
TRAPSHOOT

1920 ANTWERP, BELGIUM
Highlights:
Mark Arie, of Tolono, entered his first tournament in 1905 in Rantoul,
Illinois. Fifteen years later he broke 94 of the 100 targets to claim the
1920 Olympic gold medal in Antwerp, Belgium. Arie was later inducted
into the Illinois Trapshooting Hall of Fame.

Rebecca J. Ayars
TRACK & FIELD

1956 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
Highlights:
In 1955 Rebecca Ayars, who is originally from Urbana, was second in
the nation in the 50 meter dash. Ayars was scheduled to compete in
the 1956 Olympics 4x100 Meter Relay, but was replaced due to illness.

Chantal Dunn-Bailey
SPEEDSKATING

1994 LILLEHAMMER, NORWAY
Highlights:
Chantal Cermak (Dunn-Bailey), a 1983 Centennial High School graduate,
competed in the 1994 Winter Olympics in Lillehammer, Norway, in three
long-track speedskating events. She placed as high as 22nd in the 3000
meters.

Bonnie Blair
SPEEDSKATING

1984 SARAJEVO, YUGOSLAVIA
1988 CALGARY, CANADA
1992 ALBERTVILLE, FRANCE
1994 LILLEHAMMER, NORWAY
Highlights:
Bonnie Blair, graduate from Centennial High School, appeared at her first
Olympic games in Sarajevo in 1984. She failed to medal but it was clear
she would become a force in the future.
In Calgary, she won a gold medal in the 500 meter and a bronze medal
in the 1000 meter speedskates. She won gold medals again in 1992 at
Albertville in both the 500 and 1000 meter speedskates.
The 1994 Winter Olympics in Lillehammer were a coronation of sorts for
Blair. She again dominated the 500 meter and 1000 meter races, in the
process she became the first American woman to win five gold medals.
In 2004, she was elected to the United States Olympic Hall of Fame.

Diane Bolin-Kelley
GYMNASTICS

1968 MEXICO CITY, MEXICO
Highlights:
Diane Bolin-Kelley started her gymnastics career at the age of four
in Champaign-Urbana. She was a member of the 1968 United State
Women’s Gymnastics Team in the Mexico City Olympics at the age of 15.
After retiring from competition in 1971, Bolin-Kelley continues to enjoy the
sport through coaching and choreography.

Karen Brems
CYCLING

2000 SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
Highlights:
A native of Urbana, Karen Brems attended the University of Illinois, where
she was a member of the varsity gymnastics team.
Brems began her competitive cycling career in 1992. In 1994, she
became the Individual Time Trial World Champion in Sicily, Italy. Brems
was also a member of the U.S. World Championship Team nine times. In
the 2000 Olympic games in Sydney, Australia, she competed in the road
race and individual time trial events.

Wayne Henry Broeren
PARALYMPICS
WHEELCHAIR ARCHERY
WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL
1960 ROME, ITALY

Highlights:
In 1960 Wayne Broeren represented the U.S.A. at the Paralympic Games
in Rome, Italy, winning gold medals in basketball and archery. It was in
late 1959 when several "old" players organized the Black Knights, who
performed in benefit games against able-bodied players, with proceeds
going to charities. Broeren participated for several years.

Roger Capan
SPEEDSKATING

1968 GRENOBLE, FRANCE

Highlights:
Roger Capan became Champaign’s first Olympic speedskater when he
participated in the 1968 games in Grenoble, France. On his way to the
Olympics, Capan was the number one qualifier in the 1500 meter Olympic
Trials. He was also a Silver Skates Award winner in every division during
his youth, and a national champion at age eleven.
Capan is a Champaign High School graduate and received his master’s
degree from the University of Illinois.

Ann Cody-Morris
WHEELCHAIR TRACK
1988 SEOUL, KOREA

PARALYMPICS
ATHLETICS
BASKETBALL

1984 STOKE MANDVILLE, ENGLAND
1988 SEOUL, KOREA
1992 BARCELONA, SPAIN
Highlights:
In 1988 Ann Cody-Morris placed sixth in the 800 Meter Women’s
Wheelchair Track event in the Seoul Olympics.Two years later she placed
first in the 10K National Championships in world record time.
Cody-Morris was a participant in three Paralymic Games from 1984-1992.
In 1988 she received a silver medal in three races: 1500 meter, 5000
meter and 10,000 meters in Seoul, Korea. In 1992 she earned a bronze
medal in the 10,000 meter race and was a member of the 4x100 meter
relay team that won the gold medal in Barcelona, Spain.

Philip Y. Coleman
TRACK & FIELD-STEEPLECHASE
1956 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
1960 ROME, ITALY

Highlights:
Philip Coleman, from Urbana, started his collegiate career at Southern
Illinois University. He ran in the 5000 meter Olympic Trials in 1952. In 1956
he set the American Olympic Trials record for the 3000 Meter Steeplechase,
which earned him a spot on the Olympic Team that competed in Melbourne,
Australia. In 1960, he tied the American Citizens Indoor Mile record and
became a member of the Olympic Team for a second time.

Jean Driscoll
WHEELCHAIR RACING

1992 BARCELONA, SPAIN
1996 ATLANTA, UNITED STATES

PARALYMPICS
ATHLETICS

1988 SEOUL, KOREA
1992 BARCELONA, SPAIN
1996 ATLANTA, UNITED STATES
2000 SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
Highlights:
During her career, Jean Driscoll was the first eight time winner of the Boston
Marathon. She set 5 new course records as well as 5 world best times. She
has held Boston’s fastest time since 1990 in the women’s wheelchair division.
It currently stands at 1 hour, 34 minutes and 22 seconds for the 26.2 mile
distance.
In addition to her success in Boston, Driscoll also won two Olympic
medals, 12 Paralympic medals, and still holds the world record in
the 10,000 meter (6.2 mile) track event that was set during the 1996
Paralympic Games in Atlanta, Georgia. Driscoll remains the only 12-time
champion of the Lilac Bloomsday 12K Road Race held in Spokane,
Washington and still owns the course record in her division from 1995.

Dwight Eddleman
HIGH JUMP

1948 LONDON, ENGLAND
Highlights:
Dwight Eddleman qualified for the United States Olympic Team in 1948
and placed fourth in the high jump.
Eddleman was a three sport athlete at the University of Illinois. He
received eleven varsity letters, the most ever awarded to an Illini athlete.

Robert Espeseth Jr.
ROWING

1976 MONTREAL, CANADA
1980 MOSCOW, RUSSIA
1984 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
1988 SEOUL, KOREA
Highlights:
Bob Espeseth, Jr. was a member of four U.S.A. Olympic Teams, and took
home a bronze medal in the pair with coxswain in 1984. Espeseth was
named the “Rowing Man of the Year” in 1986 by the United States Rowing
Association.
Espeseth received his M.B.A. from the University of Illinois and works for
the University of Tennessee -Chattanooga.

Horatio M. Fitch
TRACK & FIELD

1924 PARIS, FRANCE

Highlights:
Horatio Fitch was a student at the University of Illinois when he won his
qualifying heat in the 1924 Olympics in Paris, France. During this race he
set a new world’s record. It stood for about two hours, when British athlete
Eric Liddel came from behind to win the 400 meter race in record time.
Fitch received the silver medal for this performance. The movie Chariot’s
of Fire was based on this race.

Joshua George
PARALYMPICS
TRACK & FIELD

2004 ATHENS, GREECE
2008 BEIJING, CHINA
2012 LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
2016 RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
Highlights:
Joshua George first started racing at age seven before getting serious
about the sport during his junior and senior years at Herndon High School
in Virginia. At the University of Illinois, George focused on wheelchair
racing after winning two bronze medals (100m, 400m) at the Athens 2004
Paralympic Games. George competed in the London 2012 Paralympic
Games earning a bronze medal (800m). He went to the Beijing 2008
Paralympic Games and claimed a gold (100m) and a silver (800m) medal.
In 2016 George competed in Rio in five events, claiming two 5th place
(800m, 5000m) and one 7th (400m) finishes.
He currently lives and trains in Champaign.

Terri Goodknight
PARALYMPICS
WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL
1988 SEOUL, KOREA

ATHLETICS

1992 BACELONA, SPAIN
Highlights:
Terri Goodknight graduated from Urbana High School in 1987 and has a
B.S. in Education from the University of Illinois.
Goodknight participated in the 1988 and 1992 Paralympic Games in two
different sports, Wheelchair Basketball and Track. In 1988 she was a part
of the Women’s Wheelchair Basketball team that won the gold medal.

Abraham Grossfeld
GYMNASTICS

1956 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
1960 ROME, ITALY
Highlights:
Abraham “Abie” Grossfeld participated in two Olympic Games and served
as head coach for three teams (1972, 1984 and 1988). In 1984 his team
won the gold medal. Previous to this, Grossfeld was an Assistant Olympic
Coach for men in Tokyo, Japan in 1964 and for women in Mexico City in
1968. At the University of Illinois, Abie won four NCAA Championships
and seven Big Ten Championships.

Muriel Davis Grossfeld
GYMNASTICS

1956 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
1960 ROME, ITALY
1964 TOKYO, JAPAN
Highlights:
Muriel Davis Grossfeld was a member of the U.S.A. Olympic Team in
1956, 1960, and 1964. She married gymnast Abie Grossfeld in 1960.
Despite her accomplishments as a competitor, she became better known
as a coach during a period when Americans were becoming more aware
of gymnastics because of television coverage.
She began coaching in 1962 with her own club. She has also coached
with the national training program for gymnastics, the women’s PanAmerican Games Team, and the U. S. women’s team in the North
American Championships. A tough disciplinarian, she was referred by one
journalist as “the tyrant of women’s gymnastic coaches.”

Brad Hedrick
PARALYMPICS
WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL
1980 ARNHEM, NETHERLANDS

MARATHON

1984 STOKE-MANDEVILLE, ENGLAND
Highlights:
Brad Hedrick was a member of the1980 U.S.A. Men’s Wheelchair
Basketball Team at the Paralympic Games in Arnhem, Netherlands This
team won the bronze medal. He was a silver medalist in the 1st World
Wheelchair Marathon Championship, 1984 World Wheelchair Games in
Stoke-Mandeville, England.
He served as the head coach of the U.S.A. Women’s Wheelchair
Basketball Team. They won the gold medal in Paralympic Games held in
Seoul, South Korea in 1988.
Hedrick has lived in the county for over 30 years and currently works at
the University of Illinois.

Sharon Hedrick
WHEELCHAIR TRACK

1984 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
1988 SEOUL, KOREA

PARALYMPICS
BASKETBALL
SWIMMING

1976 ÖRNSKÖLDSVIK, SWEDEN
1980 ARNHEIM, NETHERLANDS
1988 SEOUL, KOREA
1992 BARCELONA, SPAIN
Highlights:
Sharon Hedrick received gold medals in both of her appearances in the
Olympic Games. Because of this, in 1988 she was named the United
States Olympic Committee Athlete of the Year, Wheelchair Sports.
Hedrick is the only female athlete in history to have earned medals in
three summer sports (swimming, track, and wheelchair basketball) at
three different Paralympic Games. She was the first and only person
to earn Olympic and Paralympic gold medals in the same year (1988)
and the first female player to be inducted into the National Wheelchair
Basketball Association’s Hall Of Fame (1994).

Erik C. Henriksen
SPEEDSKATING

1980 LAKE PLACID, NEW YORK
1984 SARAJEVO, YUGOSLAVIA
1988 CALGARY, CANADA
Highlights:
Erik Henriksen, a 1975 graduate of Champaign Central High School, was
a three-time Olympian in speedskating between 1980-88. He finished as
high as 11th in the 1000 meters at the 1984 Olympics.
In 1999, the three-time U.S. Sprint champion and two-time World Sprint
Championships bronze medalist was voted into the Amateur Skating
Union Hall of Fame.

Harlan Johnson
MODERN PENTATHLON
1952 HELSINKI, FINLAND

Highlights:
Harlan Johnson was a University High School athlete in basketball and
track, and at the University of Illinois he lettered in swimming. Later,
Harlan was a cadet at West Point and participated in track and swimming.
The following year he was a member of the 1952 Helsinki Olympic team
in the modern pentathlon, an event consisting of fencing, shooting,
swimming, running, and riding.

Mark Johnson
WRESTLING

1980 MOSCOW, USSR

Highlights:
A native of Rock Island, Illinois, Mark Johnson was a graduate of
Alleman High School where during his senior year he won the national
championship in wrestling. A graduate of the University of Michigan,
Johnson was a two-time All American in 1976-77, and went on to become
a member of the 1980 Olympic Team. Unfortunately the team was
not able to compete at the 1980 Moscow Olympics because of a U.S.
government boycott after the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan.
Johnson moved to Champaign in 1992 when he became the head
wrestling coach for the University of Illinois. During his 17-year career,
Johnson led the Illini to more wins and produced more NCAA champions,
NCAA qualifiers and All-Americans than any coach in school history. His
teams were 203-44-3 in duals.

Jonathan Kuck
SPEEDSKATING

2010 VANCOUVER, CANADA

Highlights:
Jonathan Kuck graduated from the University Laboratory High School in
Urbana, IL in 2008.
Kuck made his Olympic debut in Vancouver, skating 8th in the 10,000
meter and winning the silver medal in the team pursuit. Kuck was the
2008 and 2009 U.S. Junior Speedskating Champion and was second
overall at the 2009 World Junior Championships.

Donald R. Laz
POLE VAULT

1952 HELSINKI, FINLAND

Highlights:
As captain of the University of Illinois Track Team, Don Laz was the first
collegiate to vault fifteen feet. He won or shared six Big Ten Pole Vaulting
Championships (3 indoor and 3 outdoor). He held the record with a vault
of 15’ 1 3/4”, set in the Coliseum in Los Angeles.
He was a member of the 1952 Helsinki Olympics where he earned the
silver medal behind Bob Richards, who is also a Champaign native. With
this performance they became the two top vaulters in Olympic Games
history for both, breaking the previously set record.

Gia Lewis-Smallwood
DISCUS THROW

2012 LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM

Highlights:
Gia Lewis-Smallwood grew up in Champaign, graduating from
Champaign Centennial High School. She later attended the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where she threw discus and shot put on the
Illini Track and Field team.
After competing nationally in the discus throw for more than ten years,
Lewis-Smallwood made her first international team in 2011. Just one year
later, Gia made the 2012 Olympic Track and Field team for the London
Olympic Games.

Tatyana McFadden
PARALYMPICS
TRACK & FIELD

2004 ATHENS, GREECE
2008 BEIJING, CHINA
2012 LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
2016 RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL

NORDIC SKIING

2014 SOCHI, RUSSIA
Highlights:
Tatyana McFadden was born in St. Petersburg, Russia and adopted at age
six. She grew up in Clarksville, MD and later attended the University of
Illlinois where she played wheelchair basketball and wheelchair track.
McFadden competed in her first Paralympic Games in 2004, has competed in every summer Paralympic Games since then, and is now a ten-time
Paralympic medalist with three golds. In 2013, McFadden was encouraged
to try Nordic skiing and went on to win the silver medal in 2014. In 2016
she won a medal in all six of the individual events she entered, winning
four gold and two silver medals. McFadden won gold in the 400-, 800-,
1,500- and 5,000 meter and silver in the 100 meter and marathon.
McFadden was one of two recipients of the Whang Youn Dai Achievement
Award at the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games. The pair were selected as the
athletes who best exemplify the spirit of the Paralympic Games and the
Paralympic values.

tyler mcgill
SWIMMING

2012 LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
Highlights:
Tyler McGill grew up in Champaign, graduating from Champaign Central
High School. He attended Auburn University where he majored in
economics while competing on the swim team.
McGill began swimming competetively in middle school. At Auburn, he
earned a 2009 NCAA title in the 400 yard freestyle relay and 400 yard
medley relay as well as a silver in the 100 yard butterfly. He qualified for
the 2012 Olympic team by finishing second in the 100 meter butterfly.
McGill made his Olympic debut in the 2012 London Olympic Games,
finishing 7th in the 100 meter butterfly and earning a gold medal in the
4x100 meter medley relay.

amanda mcgrory
PARALYMPICS
TRACK & FIELD

2008 BEIJING, CHINA
2012 LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
2016 RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
Highlights:
Amanda McGrory started out playing basketball before moving to track
and field. She competed in both sports at the University of Illinois, graduating in 2010 with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology.
In 2008 McGrory won gold (5000m), silver (marathon), and bronze
(800m) in Beijing. At the 2012 Paralympic Games, she placed 4th (marathon) and 7th (800m, 1500m, 5000m). In 2016 McGrory won a silver
(1500m) and two bronze medals (5000m, marathon), and placed 4th
(800m).
She lives in Champaign where she continues to train and work part time.

Linda J. Metheny
GYMNASTICS

1964 TOKYO, JAPAN
1968 MEXICO CITY, MEXICO
1972 MUNICH, GERMANY
Highlights:
Linda Metheny grew up in Tuscola and received much of her early training
in Champaign. At age 15 she helped coach gymnastics at the McKinley
YMCA. She received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the
University of Illinois.
Metheny began competing as a gymnast in 1962. Two years later, she
made the U.S.A. Olympic Team. The National All-Around Champion in
1966, 1968, 1970, 1971, and 1972, she won the NCAA All-Around Title in
1967 as a member of the University of Illinois team.
A member of the 1972 Olympic team that placed fourth, Metheny suffered
an injury and was unable to compete in the individual finals. She retired
from competition after the Olympics and married her long-time coach,
Dick Mulvihill. In 1973, they opened a gymnastics academy in Eugene,
OR. Among their students were U.S.A. Olympians Julianne McNamara
and Tracee Telavera and Canadian Olympian Keri Kelsall.

nichole millage
Nichole
Millage
PARALYMPICS
SITTING VOLLEYBALL

2008 BEIJING, CHINA
2012 LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
2016 RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
Highlights:
Nichole Millage graduated from Centennial High School in Champaign in
1995, where she played volleyball and softball all four years.
In 2008, Millage was the sixth-leading scorer on the U.S.A. Sitting
Volleyball Team who captured a silver medal at the 2008 Paralympic
Games in Beijing. She finished with 23 points in the tournament from
12 kills, eight blocks, and three aces. She came in as a substitute in the
semifinal match against the Netherlands and totaled eight kills and five
blocks to lead the U.S. to the victory in five sets. Overall, Millage played in
12 of the 17 sets in Beijing.
Millage was a member of Team U.S.A. again at the 2012 Paralympic
Games in London. She won her second Sitting Volleyball team silver
medal during the games.
In 2016, Millage competed in her third Paralympics on the U.S.A. Sitting
Volleyball Team. This time her team earned the gold medal.

William D. Mulliken
SWIMMING

1960 ROME, ITALY

Highlights:
William D. Mulliken, a Champaign Central High School swimmer, has
been inducted into the Champaign High School Hall of Fame, the Miami
University Athletic Hall of Fame, and the International Swimming Hall of
Fame as a result of his achievements in the breaststroke.
Mulliken received a gold medal in the 1960 Olympics in the 200 meter
breaststroke. He was also a champion in the NCAA, AAU, Pan American
Games, and United States Olympic Trials.

Colleen Mulvihill
GYMNASTICS

1968 MEXICO CITY, MEXICO

Highlights:
Colleen Mulvihill, originally from Champaign, participated in the 1968
Olympics in Mexico City. She retired from gymnastics immediately
following the Olympic Games. Mulvihill is now a professional dancer and
choreographer touring the United States and Europe. She also continues
to do some gymnastics coaching.

Frank Murphy
POLE VAULT

1912 STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN
Highlights:
Frank Murphy, a University of Illinois Track and Field athlete, won the
Conference Title in pole vault in 1909. He was a captain of the 1912
University of Illinois team, and became a member of the U.S.A. Olympic
Team the same year. He won the bronze medal in the pole vault in the
Stockholm Olympics.
Murphy returned to Champaign in 1922 as the Business and Ticket
Manager for the University of Illinois Athletic Association.

Harold Osborn
TRACK & FIELD

1924 PARIS, FRANCE
1928 AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND
Highlights:
Harold Osborn won gold medals and set Olympic records in both the
high jump and the decathlon at the 1924 Olympics. His 6’ 6” high jump
remained the Olympic record for 12 years, while his decathlon score of
7,710.775 points also set a new world record, and resulted in worldwide
press coverage calling him the “world’s greatest athlete.” The decathlon
competition was especially grueling, conducted just four days after the
high jump competition, and consisting of ten events run in extremely hot
and humid weather conditions over two days at the end of the games.
His world record in the standing high jump of 5’ 5-3/4” still stands
today (and will continue to stand as this event is no longer part of track
contests). He achieved that record at the age of 37.

Robert J. Olesen
BOBSLED

1998 NAGANO, JAPAN

Highlights:
Robert J. Olesen raced both the two and four man bobsleds in the
Nagano Winter Games finishing 7th and 12th respectively. He won two
bronze medals in the 1997 World Bobsled Championships in Cortina,
Italy. Olesen was a driving force in ushering in a new era of athleticism
to U.S. bobsled push athletes. A strong track and field background in
the triple and long jump allowed Olesen to elevate the record in bobsled
strength and speed qualifying test scores for three consecutive years,
helping him earn United States Olympic Committee Bobsled Athlete of the
Year in 1997.
Olesen is currently the Head Men’s and Women’s Track and Field and
Cross Country Coach at University of North Carolina Charlotte.

Katherine Reutter
SPEEDSKATING

2010 VANCOUVER, CANADA
Highlights:
Katherine Reutter graduated from Champaign Centennial High School in
2006.
Reutter, a three-time National Speedskating Champion, made her
Olympic debut at the 2010 Olympics in Vancouver, where she competed
in four events; the 500 meter, 1000 meter, 1500 meter and 3000 meter
relay. After setting an Olympic record in the qualifying heats for the 1000
meter, Reutter captured the silver medal. The 3000 meter relay team won
the bronze medal.

Bob Richards
POLE VAULT

1948 LONDON, ENGLAND
1952 HELSINKI, FINLAND
1956 MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
Highlights:
The Rev. Robert "Bob" Eugene Richards known as the "Vaulting Vicar" or
the "Pole Vaulting Parson" in his competitive days, was a versatile athlete
who made three Olympic Teams in two events. He competed in the 1948,
1952, and 1956 Summer Olympics as a pole vaulter, and also was a
decathlete in 1956.
He was the second man to pole vault 15 ft, and is the only two-time
Olympic gold medal winner in the pole vault (1952 and 1956), with a
bronze medal in 1948. He also was 13th in the 1956 decathlon.
Richards later became involved in promoting physical fitness and
continued to vault in his later years. He was the first athlete to appear
on the front of Wheaties cereal boxes in 1958 (though not the first
depicted on all parts of the packaging), and also was the first Wheaties
spokesman, setting up the Wheaties Sports Federation, which
encouraged participation in Olympic sports.
Richards was born in Champaign and attended the University of Illinois.

Jennifer Ruddell
PARALYMPICS
WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL
2004 ATHENS, GREECE
2008 BEIJING, CHINA

Highlights:
Jennifer Ruddell has established herself as one of the top women's
wheelchair basketball players in the world and she has experienced no
shortage of team success along the way. She helped lead the U.S. to the
gold medal at the 2007 Parapan American Games and was also part of
the team that won gold at the 2004 Paralympic Games in Athens. In 2008,
Ruddell was co-captain of Team USA as they won the gold medal for the
second consecutive Paralympic Games.
Ruddell and her husband, Ben, recently moved to Gilbert, AZ., where she
works full-time as an Assistant Professor of Sport Management of Online
Education at Shorter College (Rome, GA). Prior to her move, Ruddell
lived in Champaign, where she was a visiting assistant professor at the
University of Illinois’ Recreation, Sport, and Tourism Department and a
part-time faculty member at Parkland College in the area of kinesiology.

Mike Shine
TRACK & FIELD

1976 MONTREAL, CANADA
Highlights:
Mike Shine hurdled to a silver medal victory in the 400 intermediate
hurdles at the 1976 Montreal Olympics, placing second to Edwin Moses
with a time of :48.69. Shine was recognized 14 times to be a NCAA/AAU
All-American in track and field, as well as a member of the U.S. Track and
Field International Teams, 1974-76.
Shine enjoyed coaching track at several universities including the
University of Illinois.

Brian Siemann
PARALYMPICS
TRACK & FIELD

2012 LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM
2016 RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL
Brian Siemann was raised in Millstone, NJ. He was introduced to track &
field his freshman year by his high school coach. His first racing chair was
donated by his coach, high school staff members, and Project Freedom.
In the 2012 Paralympic Games he placed 6th (100m), 8th (800m), and
25th (marathon).
Siemann competed in his second Paralympics in Rio De Janeiro, placing
4th (800m), 5th (400m), and 7th (100m).
He attended the University of Illinoi Urbana-Champaign and received his
B.A. in English in 2013 and M.S. in Special Education in 2015. Siemann
is a teaching assistant at the University of Illinois.

Nancy Thies
GYMNASTICS

1972 MUNICH, GERMANY

Highlights:
In 1972 Nancy Thies, who was raised in Urbana, was the youngest United
States woman (age 14) to qualify for the United States Gymnastics Team.
This team finished fourth, which was the highest finish at the time by an
American woman’s team in a the sport of gymnastics.
Thies was an alternate and member of the United States Olympic
Committee Athlete’s Advisory Committee and a public relations consultant
for Olympic Promotions. From 1977 to 1984 she was an NBC Network
Sports Commentator.

Gayle R. Thompson
ROWING

1960 ROME, ITALY
Highlights:
Following his graduation from Unity High School, Gayle Thompson went
on to the United States Naval Academy, and became a member of the
eight-oared crew. He received three varsity letters for his efforts, and the
opportunity to participate in the 1960 Olympic Games which were held in
Rome, Italy.

Jack Whitman
PARALYMPICS
WHEELCHAIR ARCHERY
1960 ROME, ITALY

Highlights:
In 1960 Jack Whitman was selected as a member of the U.S.A.
Wheelchair Olympic Team that would compete at Rome, Italy. Whitman
won three gold medals in archery, thus becoming the first wheelchair
athlete to win a gold medal. He also claimed the silver medal in table
tennis.
Whitman won a total of 11 gold medals in the Paralympic competition in
the field of archery.
Whitman was elected to the National Wheelchair Athletic Committee and
served as the U.S.A. Wheelchair Archery Coach from 1967 through 1978.
His Archery career was topped off in 1971 when he was inducted into the
United States Wheelchair Sports Hall of Fame. Whitman was recognized
as America’s Father of Wheelchair Archery.
Whitman also headed up the Babe Ruth Baseball program in Champaign
for more than 12 years and was named an honorary board member of the
Champaign Park District.

Barbara Yoss
PARALYMPICS
WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL

1984 STOKE-MANDVILLE, ENGLAND
1988 SEOUL, KOREA
Highlights:
Barbara Yoss graduated from Urbana High School 1982 and received a
B.S. from the University of Illinois in Leisure Studies in 1987. While at the
University, Yoss was a member of the Women’s Wheelchair Basketball
Team.
Yoss participated on the Women’s Wheelchair Basketball team at both
1984 Paralympic Games in Stoke Mandeville, England and the 1988
Paralympic Games in Seoul, Korea. The team won the gold medal in
1988.
In 1996, she volunteered at the Paralympic Games under the direction of
fellow Parlympic and Illinois teammate Ann Cody.

Policy for Inclusion
in the
Tribute to Olympic Athletes
Automatic Inclusion:
1. Any athlete listed on the Olympic or Paralympic team roster, for any
Olympiad, who designated a community in Champaign County as his/
her home town.
2. Any athlete who participated in an Olympic or Paralympic
demonstration or exhibition sport who designated a community in
Champaign County as his/her hometown.
Other Inclusion Possibilities:
1. A candidate who attended elementary or high school in Champaign
County for five years or more.
2. A candidate who moved to Champaign County within five years from
the time he or she participated as an Olympic athlete and remained in
residence for a period of fifteen years or more.
3. Any unusual situations will be considered.
Material to validate must be provided by the applying athlete or
representative of the athlete.

THE INTENTIONS OF THE DESIGN
This Tribute to Olympic Athletes
rises from an ordinary prairie
landscape transformed by playing
fields, gardens, and a community
college campus. It honors the
extraordinary achievements of
Champaign County residents who
have participated in the Olympic
Games, and its granite platform
is inscribed with their names, the
inspiring words of James Russell
Lowell, and the Olympic symbol of
linked rings.
Visitors to the Tribute move from
an approach walk to a series of
intermediate platforms, marked by
light bollards and granite aggregate,
reflecting the plateaus achieved
then surpassed as the athletes
pursue their dreams. Then to the
climactic, final, inscribed granite
platform beyond the gateway—the
smallest but grandest plateau—
representing the pinnacle of
achievement. Here they can view

the surrounding countryside. It is
this rising progression that is a
metaphor for the path traveled by
Olympians as they compete, strive,
and excel through discipline and
desire. The steps connecting that
platform to the ground suggest that
the personal glory of achievement
is transitory, and that the progress
must begin again. The forced
perspective of the approach walk
and gateway gives the illusion of
great depth, expressing the great
endurance and long commitment
required in the pursuit of excellence.
The Tribute is conceived as a
strong geometric counterpoint to its
naturalistic setting. It is embedded
in and grows out of the soil of
its place, a symbolic reminder of
the Olympians’ bond with the
community that honors them.
Jeffery S. Poss, AIA
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