
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is the Central Illinois Esports League? 

The Central Illinois Esports League is an Esports program ran by Normal Parks and 
Recreation, Champaign Park District and Decatur Park District. The goal of the 
program is to provide Esports Leagues and Tournaments that allow players from 
surrounding communities to compete in popular game titles in a safe and 
encouraging environment. 

What are the benefits of Esports? 

 Improved hand-eye coordination 
 Improved attention & visual acuity 
 Improved basic visual processing and executive function 
 Problem solving & strategy skill development 
 Boosts self-confidence and player socialization 
 Participants can better connect with friends, especially during COVID-19 

What is the league age range? 

The league is targeted at middle and high schoolers. The Silver Division is ages 10-
14 and our Gold Division is ages 14-18. 

Who will participants compete against? 

Players will compete against other players from Bloomington-Normal, 
Champaign-Urbana and Decatur. All players will be placed in the appropriate age 
division and will be required to agree to the League’s Code of Conduct prior to 
participation.  

 



 
 

 

How much does it cost? 

Entry fees will vary depending on the length of the league or tournament. Fees 
will range from $5-$15 typically.  

Are there additional fees? 

No. The only fees required will be the entry fees to the league or tournament. 

Are there prizes for League and Tournament winners? 

Yes. Each League and Tournament will have an established prize for the winner. 
Prizes will be announced prior to the beginning of the competition. 

Where does the League take place? 

All matches and games will be played virtually from your home. 

Is gaming equipment provided? 

No. To participate in the leagues/tournaments, players must have the following 

equipment:  

a. One of the following: Xbox One, PlayStation 4, Nintendo Switch or PC 

console  

b. Internet Connection 

c. The Game Title downloaded or purchased 

d. Gamer ID (Gamertag/PSN Online ID) 

e. Access to communicate on the Discord application (Free to 

download) 

 

 



 
 

How do I sign up my child to participate in the Esports 
program? 

 All participants will enroll as they would for a regular program, through 
their local park district or agency.  

 Once enrolled, players will receive an email with additional information 
including the schedule, game rules and the link to join the correct Discord 
server for communication purposes. 

Are the games age-appropriate? 

Yes, all game titles will have a Teen rating or below.  

What online safety measures are being used for the Central 
Illinois Esports League? 

 The League will utilize a free social media application called Discord for all 
player communication. Participants will be sent a specific link to the 
League’s private Discord server prior to the beginning of competition.  

 Once youth participants are registered in the Central Illinois Esports Discord 
server, there will be a verification process to prevent non-participants from 
joining. 

 Communication through this application will be monitored and limited to 
setting up games, recording scores and reporting any conflicts or disputes. 

 A permanent log will be kept of all communication, including deleted 
content. All message will be monitored and reviewed by the League Admin 
Team. 

 During league and tournament play, there will be a moderator periodically 
checking in on game play and communication. 

What is the Discord Platform?  

 Discord is a FREE communication application that can be used as a mobile 

application on your mobile device or through a web browser.  

 All league and match communication for the Central Illinois Esports League 

will be through Discord and email.  



 
 

 Discord will be monitored by the League Admin team and any infractions 

will be resolved per the League’s Code of Conduct. 

 

What is Smash.gg? 

 Smash.gg is a free website that will host all Central Illinois Esports League 
and tournament statistics, standings, and schedules. 

 Participants will be able to view their current ranking, next opponent, and 
past competition. 

 The link to the Smash.gg platform will be available in the Discord App and 
updated after each day of competition.  

 There is no login required. The League Admin will enter all participants into 
this platform manually and the standings can be viewed without a login. 

What do we do if my child experiences technology issues 
during a competition? 

 The Central Illinois Esports League will have moderators available during 
game play. These moderators will be available via the Discord App and can 
help resolve any connectivity issues or conflicts.  

 If there is an issue that prohibits a player from competing during a league 
night, please report the issue and League Admin will follow up with a 
resolution. 

 

 

 


